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SENATE JOURNAL 

OF THE 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 
 

FIRST ORGANIZATIONAL DAY 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
 The Senate of the One Hundred Tenth General Assembly of the State of Tennessee was 
called to order at twelve o'clock noon by Mr. Speaker Ramsey in accordance with Article II, Sections 
3 and 8 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee.  
 

PRESENTATION 
 

Members of the Tennessee Highway Patrol Honor Guard presented the colors. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

Senator Massey introduced Miss EmiSunshine who sang "Amazing Grace". 
 

PRAYER 
 

 The proceedings were opened with prayer by Father Michael Wood of All Saints Catholic 
Church in Knoxville, Tennessee, a guest of Senator Briggs. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Senator Briggs led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG OF TENNESSEE 
 

 Senator Briggs led the Senate in the Salute to the Flag of Tennessee. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE OF SENATORS-ELECT 
 

 The following Senators-elect, found to be duly elected and qualified, stood and were 
administered the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the State of Tennessee and Tennessee 
Code Annotated, Section 3-1-105 by the Honorable William C. Koch, Jr., former Justice of the 
Tennessee Supreme Court: 
 
 Second Senatorial District -- Doug Overbey, representing Blount and Sevier Counties. 
 
 Fourth Senatorial District -- Jon Lundberg, representing Carter, Johnson and Sullivan 
Counties. 
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 Sixth Senatorial District -- Becky Massey, representing part of Knox County. 
 
 Eighth Senatorial District -- Frank Niceley, representing Claiborne, Grainger, Hancock, 
Hawkins, Jefferson and Union Counties. 
 
 Tenth Senatorial District -- Todd Gardenhire, representing Bradley and part of Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
 Twelfth Senatorial District -- Ken Yager, representing Campbell, Fentress, Morgan, Rhea, 
Roane, Pickett and Scott Counties. 
 

Fourteenth Senatorial District -- Jim Tracy, representing Bedford, Lincoln, Marshall, Moore 
and parts of Rutherford Counties. 

 

 Sixteenth Senatorial District -- Janice Bowling, representing Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, 
Marion, Sequatchie, Van Buren and Warren Counties. 

 

 Eighteenth Senatorial District -- Ferrell Haile, representing Sumner, Trousdale and part of 
Davidson Counties. 

 

 Twentieth Senatorial District -- Steven Dickerson, representing part of Davidson County. 

 
 Twenty-second Senatorial District -- Mark Green, representing Stewart, Houston and 
Montgomery Counties. 
 

Twenty-fourth Senatorial District -- John Stevens, representing Benton, Carroll, Henry, Obion 
and Weakley Counties. 

 

 Twenty-sixth Senatorial District -- Dolores Gresham, representing Chester, Decatur, Fayette, 
Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson and McNairy Counties. 

 

 Twenty-eighth Senatorial District -- Joey Hensley, representing Giles, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Maury, Perry and Wayne Counties. 

 
 Thirtieth Senatorial District -- Sarah Kyle, representing part of Shelby County. 
 
 Thirty-second Senatorial District -- Mark Norris, representing Tipton and part of Shelby 
Counties. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 The roll call was taken with the following results: 

 
Present . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

 
Senators present were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 

Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, 
Kyle, Lundberg, Massey, McNally, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, 
Tracy, Watson, Yager and Yarbro--33. 
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ADOPTION OF TEMPORARY RULES 
 

Senator Norris moved the Temporary Rules of the Senate of the One Hundred Ninth General 
Assembly be made the Temporary Rules of the Senate of the One Hundred Tenth General 
Assembly. 

 

Senator Harris seconded the motion. 

 

The motion prevailed by the following vote: 

 
Ayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33 
Noes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    0 

 
Senators voting aye were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 

Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, 
Kyle, Lundberg, Massey, McNally, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, 
Tracy, Watson, Yager and Yarbro--33. 
 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER 
 

Mr. Speaker Ramsey announced the first order of business was the election of a Speaker 
and stated that nominations for the position were in order. 

 

Senator Norris placed in nomination the name of Senator McNally, of Anderson County, 
representing the 5th Senatorial District. 

 

Senator Ketron seconded the nomination of Senator McNally. 

 

Senator Watson moved the nominations cease and the Clerk be directed to call the roll, 
which motion prevailed. 

 
The roll call was taken with the following results: 
 

Senator McNally  .........................   29 
 

Senators voting for Senator McNally were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, 
Dickerson, Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Kelsey, 
Ketron, Lundberg, Massey, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, Tracy, 
Watson and Yager--29. 

 

Mr. Speaker Ramsey declared that Senator McNally, having received a majority of votes of 
the Senate membership, was duly, legally, constitutionally elected Speaker of the Senate and 
Lieutenant Governor of the One Hundred Tenth General Assembly of the State of Tennessee. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE 

 
Former Speaker Ramsey appointed a committee composed of Senators Crowe, Gresham 

and Tracy to escort Mr. Speaker McNally to the chair. 
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OATH OF OFFICE OF SPEAKER 
 

The oath of office was administered to Mr. Speaker McNally by the Honorable William C. 
Koch, Jr., Former Justice of the Tennessee Supreme Court. 

FORMER SPEAKER RAMSEY RELINQUISHES CHAIR 

Former Speaker Ramsey relinquishes the chair to Mr. Speaker McNally. 

REMARKS OF MR. SPEAKER MCNALLY 

Thank you. 
 
A special thanks to my wife Jan, my daughters Maggie and Melissa, all the members of my 

family, my grandchildren, my brothers and sisters who are here today, the many friends who have 
come in and who have supported me not only today, but really throughout my life. And a special 
thanks to all my colleagues from the bottom of my heart. It's a great honor to be able to work with 
you on a day to day basis, and I have faith in each of you. 

 
Before I go further, I'd really like to say a few words about my predecessor, Ron Ramsey. I 

know we've had a number of ceremonies for him to say goodbye, but I couldn't pass up the 
opportunity. He's not only a great political leader, but a great friend to me and all the members of the 
Senate and a great man. And simply put, he had a vision and made that vision a reality for 
Tennessee. And now we are a far better state for the work and the vision that he has completed. 
And Sindy, please give her a hand. I want to thank Sindy and the Ramsey family for allowing us to 
have Ron on a part-time basis, really a full-time basis, for ten years as Speaker of this Senate. 
Thank you very much to each and every member of the Ramsey family. 

 
To my colleagues in the Senate again let me express my, deepest gratitude. You are a group 

of public servants who are among the finest that we have in Tennessee. Serving you is not a 
responsibility I take lightly. Speaker of the Senate is a big job and I am certainly humbled at the trust 
you have placed in me. 

 
I'm confident that my journey to this time and place was prepared well in advance by the 

many interactions that I've had with you and other people and friends and family. But I recognize that 
I can't complete this job alone, that there's no one individual who is the Senate, that we all are the 
Senate and we all will move forward together. 

 
Over the last ten years, Tennessee has developed a very strong reputation for efficiency and 

fiscal responsibility. It has earned a triple A rating by all three rating agencies. I should say re-
earned. Senator Henry is with us today. I remember he warned us in 2001 that what we were about 
to do would cost us that rating. And sure enough it did. We were able, with his help and with the help 
of our Speaker Ron Ramsey, to earn that rating back. Thank you and thanks to all of you who made 
the sacrifice to earn that rating back. 

 
Tennessee has certainly thrived in recent years, even despite the downturn in the economy. 

And it's really become a much greater state for the service that you have given it. And I want to give 
a special thanks to all our volunteers in this room and the volunteers throughout our state. When the 
state called, they came. Like with the tragedy that hit in Senator Overbey's district, the fires in 
Gatlinburg, the people poured out with money and services. I saw fire departments from as far away 
as Nashville. And little volunteer fire departments came to do what they could to help the people up 
there.  
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Even before that in places like Chattanooga, in Senator Watson's and Senator Gardenhire's 
district, people volunteered and were ready to demonstrate that volunteer spirit. 

Again, I want to thank each and every one of you, not only for the vote today, but for the 
sacrifices that you make daily to better Tennessee and to make us the number one state in the 
nation. 

Thank you. 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 

 Mr. Speaker McNally appointed the Honorable Ron Ramsey as Speaker Emeritus.  
 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 
 

 The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Russell Humphrey of Williamson County, 
Chief Clerk; and Mr. Alan Whittington of Davidson County, Deputy Chief Clerk. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE OF OFFICERS 
 
 Mr. Speaker McNally administered the oath of office to Mr. Russell Humphrey, Chief Clerk; 
and Mr. Alan Whittington, Deputy Chief Clerk. 
 

APPOINTMENT 
 
 Mr. Speaker McNally appointed the Honorable Douglas Henry as Special Counsel to the 
Senate.  

MOTION 
 
 Senator Norris moved that a committee be appointed by the Speaker to notify the House of 
Representatives the Senate had perfected its organization and was ready for the transaction of 
business, which motion prevailed. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE 

The Speaker announced the appointment of the following committee to notify the House of 
Representatives the Senate had perfected its organization and was ready for the transaction of 
business: Senators Bailey, Harper, Lundberg, Niceley, Roberts and Yarbro. Senator Niceley served 
as Chairperson of this committee. 

MOTION 

 Senator Norris moved that a committee be appointed by the Speaker to notify the Governor 
the Senate had perfected its organization and was ready for the transaction of business, which 
motion prevailed. 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE 

The Speaker announced the appointment of the following committee to notify the Governor 
the Senate had perfected its organization and was ready for the transaction of business: Senators 
Briggs, Green, Jackson, Kyle, Stevens and Tate. Senator Briggs served as Chairperson of this 
committee. 
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RECESS 

 

 Without objection, the Senate stood in recess awaiting the reports of the Select Committees. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 The Senate was called to order by Mr. Speaker McNally. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 The Speaker declared that a quorum was present. 

 

 On motion, the roll call was dispensed with. 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

January 10, 2017 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed by the House to notify the Senate that the House has 
perfected its organization and is ready for the transaction of business. The Honorable Beth Harwell 
of Davidson County was elected Speaker. The Honorable Curtis Johnson of Montgomery County 
was elected Speaker Pro Tempore. The Speaker appointed Ms. Tammy Letzler, Chief Clerk; Mr. 
Greg Glass, Chief Engrossing Clerk; Mr. William Howse, Chief Sargeant-at-arms; Ms. Kim Cox, 
Assistant Chief Clerk; and Mr. Daniel Hicks, Assistant Chief Clerk/Parliamentarian. 

TAMMY LETZLER, 
Chief Clerk 

 
REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEES 

 
Senator Niceley advised the Senate the House of Representatives had been notified the 

Senate had perfected its organization and was ready for the transaction of business. 
 

Senator Briggs advised the Senate the Governor had been notified the Senate had perfected 
its organization and was ready for the transaction of business. 

 
MOTION 

 
 Senator Norris moved that Rules 32, 33 and 37 be suspended for the introduction and 
immediate consideration of Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, out of order, which motion prevailed. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
 
 Senate Joint Resolution No. 7 by Senator Norris. 
General Assembly, Joint Conventions -- Calls joint convention to elect constitutional officers and to 
fulfill ethics course requirement for members of the general assembly. 
 
 On motion of Senator Norris, the rules were suspended for the immediate consideration of 
the resolution. 

 On motion, Senate Joint Resolution No. 7 was adopted by the following vote: 
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Ayes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Noes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 

Senators voting aye were: Bailey, Beavers, Bell, Bowling, Briggs, Crowe, Dickerson, 
Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Harris, Hensley, Jackson, Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, 
Kyle, Lundberg, Massey, Niceley, Norris, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stevens, Tate, Tracy, 
Watson, Yager, Yarbro and Mr. Speaker McNally--33. 

 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEES 

 Mr. Speaker McNally appointed Senators Harris, Johnson, Norris and Watson to the Select 
Committee to Review Audits and Operations of the Comptroller of the Treasury and the Department 
of Treasury. Senator Watson will serve as Chairperson.  

 Mr. Speaker McNally appointed the following Temporary Committee on Rules: Senators 
Norris, Overbey, Stevens, Watson and Yarbro. Senator Norris will serve as Chairperson. 

MOTION 

 Senator Norris moved, pursuant to Rule 32 and Article II, Section 18 of the Constitution of 
the State of Tennessee, Senate Bills Nos. 1 through 5 and 7 through 15 be passed on first 
consideration, which motion prevailed. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 The Speaker announced the following bills were filed for introduction and passed first 
consideration: 

 Senate Bill No. 1 by Senator Johnson. 
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services, Dept. of -- As introduced, prohibits the Board for 
Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral Therapists from 
adopting any rule that incorporates by reference a national association’s code of ethics, including, 
but not limited to, the American Counseling Association Code of Ethics; revises other provisions 
related to allowing counselors to not counsel when doing so conflicts with beliefs. Amends TCA Title 
4; Title 49 and Title 63. 

 Senate Bill No. 2 by Senator Johnson. 
Education -- As introduced, clarifies that for purposes of school improvement plans, a school and 
LEA may choose either the ACT or SAT test scores as one of the assessments for student 
proficiency. Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1. 

 Senate Bill No. 3 by Senator Dickerson. 
Taxes, Sales -- As introduced, allocates state sales tax revenue derived from sales of admissions to 
events of a major league soccer franchise to the municipality in which a sports authority is organized 
and has secured the franchise. Amends TCA Title 67, Chapter 6. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 4 by Senators Gresham, Beavers, Crowe, Bell, Roberts, Tracy and Bowling. 
Education -- As introduced, prohibits the state board of education from adopting standards or 
competencies for social and emotional learning; prohibits the department of education from 
providing instruction or competencies in social and emotional learning to fulfill the requirements for 
character education. Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 2; Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3 and 
Section 49-6-1007. 
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 Senate Bill No. 5 by Senator Stevens. 
Judicial Districts -- As introduced, requires the administrative office of the courts to conduct a study 
two years prior to an eight-year judicial election to determine if there is a need to realign judicial 
districts and move trial judge positions to areas of population or caseload growth. Amends TCA Title 
8, Chapter 14; Title 8, Chapter 7; Title 16; Title 17; Title 18, Chapter 4 and Title 18, Chapter 5. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 7 by Senator Green. 
Welfare -- As introduced, requires the department of finance and administration to develop a system 
for capping the total amount of public assistance benefits for a household at the median household 
income for the state. Amends TCA Title 4; Title 50 and Title 71. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 8 by Senator Green. 
Taxes, Excise -- As introduced, changes the statutory apportionment formula used to calculate 
franchise and excise taxes from a three-factor formula to a single-sales-factor formula. Amends TCA 
Title 67, Chapter 4. 
 
 Senate Bill No. 9 by Senator Green. 
Scholarships and Financial Aid -- As introduced, awards one hour of community service credit to 
recipients of the Tennessee Promise Scholarship who make a blood donation; requires TSAC to 
promulgate by rule the documentation required for a student to obtain community service credit for a 
blood donation. Amends TCA Section 49-4-708. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 10 by Senator Green. 
Taxes, Exemption and Credits -- As introduced, exempts from sales tax, registration fee, and motor 
vehicle privilege tax, any motor vehicle sold to a veteran or service member who has a service-
connected disability and who is eligible for a United States department of veterans affairs automobile 
grant under the Disabled Veterans’ and Servicemen’s Automobile Assistance Act of 1970. Amends 
TCA Section 5-8-102; Title 55, Chapter 4 and Title 67, Chapter 6. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 11 by Senator Green. 
Juries and Jurors -- As introduced, allows any person age 65 or older to request the jury coordinator 
of the county to remove the person’s name from the jury list of the county if the request is made in 
writing and is accompanied by an affidavit providing the person’s name, age, and other information 
the jury coordinator requires; requires the jury coordinator to remove the person’s name from the 
jury list upon receiving the request. Amends TCA Title 22. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 12 by Senator Green. 
Naming and Designating -- As introduced, names the dining area of the Brig. Gen. Wendell H. 
Gilbert Tennessee State Veterans Home in honor of Command Sergeant Major (Retired) Sidney 
Brown, United States Army. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 13 by Senator Green. 
Elder Abuse -- As introduced, expands the offense of aggravated stalking to include a person who 
commits stalking against a victim who is at least 65 years of age when the person stalking is 15 or 
more years younger than the victim. Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 3 and  
Title 71, Chapter 6. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 14 by Senator Green. 
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel -- As introduced, creates a list of rights and protections 
afforded to educators. Amends TCA Title 49. 
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 Senate Bill No. 15 by Senator Green. 
Taxes, Privilege -- As introduced, phases out the professional privilege tax over a four-year period, 
by reducing the amount of the tax by $100 each year, for tax years that begin on and after June 1, 
2017. Amends TCA Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 17. 

MOTION 

 Senator Norris moved, pursuant to Rule 21, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 1 and 3 
through 6 be passed on first consideration and lie over, which motion prevailed. 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 The Speaker announced the following resolutions were filed for introduction. Pursuant to 
Rule 21, the resolutions lie over.  

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 by Senator Haile and Mr. Speaker McNally; and Senator  
Dickerson. 
Memorials, Professional Achievement -- Dr. Joseph Hamilton. 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 3 by Senators Tracy, Bell and Bailey. 
Memorials, Congress -- Urges enactment of legislation to implement President-elect Trump's first 
100-day agenda. 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 4 by Senator Green. 
Memorials, Congress -- Urges the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to locate a 
VA hospital in Knoxville. 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5 by Senator Green. 
Memorials, Congress -- Urges the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to locate a 
VA hospital in Clarksville. 

 Senate Joint Resolution No. 6 by Senator Gresham. 
Memorials, Heroism -- Principal Linda Buggs and the teachers of Grand Junction Elementary 
School. 

MOTION 

 Senator Norris moved the Proposed Schedule for the week of January 9, 2017, be adopted 
and made the action of the Senate, which motion prevailed. 

 Senator Harris seconded the motion.  

TENNESSEE STATE SENATE 
110th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SCHEDULE 
WEEK OF JANUARY 10-12, 2017 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 

 FIRST ORGANIZATIONAL DAY 

12:00 noon    Convening of the 110th General Assembly – Senate  
    Chamber 
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• Oath of Office 
• Adoption of the Temporary Rules 
• Election of Speaker of the Senate 

 
 3:00 p.m.    Select Committee to Audit the Comptroller of the      

Treasury & the Department of the Treasurer, room 12      
 LP 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2017 
 

 SECOND ORGANIZATIONAL DAY 

 
 9:00 a.m.      Session – Senate Chamber 
 
 9:30 a.m.      Joint Convention – House Chamber 

• Election of the Secretary of State 
• Election of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
• Election of the State Treasurer 
• Ethics Training, Mr. Drew Rawlins, Executive  
   Director of Bureau of Ethics and Campaign Finance 

  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2017 

 

 THIRD ORGANIZATIONAL DAY & 1ST LEGISLATIVE DAY 

 
  9:00 a.m.    Session – Senate Chamber 
 

THE SENATE WILL RECONVENE ON 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2017 
 

ENGROSSED BILLS 
January 10, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: Your Deputy Chief Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
examined: Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, and find same correctly engrossed and ready for 
transmission to the House. 

 
ALAN WHITTINGTON, 

Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
January 10, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the Senate, Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, 
concurred in by the House. 

 
TAMMY LETZLER, 

Chief Clerk 
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ENROLLED BILLS 
January 10, 2017 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: Your Deputy Chief Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
compared Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, and find same correctly enrolled and ready for the 
signatures of the Speakers. 

 
ALAN WHITTINGTON, 

Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Senator Norris moved the Senate adjourn until 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 11, 2017, 
which motion prevailed. 

 


